Comparison of methods for dealing with missing values in the EPV-R.
The development of an effective instrument to assess the risk of partner violence is a topic of great social relevance. This study evaluates the scale of &ldquo;Predicci&oacute;n del Riesgo de Violencia Grave Contra la Pareja&rdquo; &ndash;Revisada&ndash; (EPV-R - Severe Intimate Partner Violence Risk Prediction Scale-Revised), a tool developed in Spain, which is facing the problem of how to treat the high rate of missing values, as is usual in this type of scale. First, responses to the EPV-R in a sample of 1215 male abusers who were reported to the police were used to analyze the patterns of occurrence of missing values, as well as the factor structure. Second, we analyzed the performance of various imputation methods using simulated data that emulates the missing data mechanism found in the empirical database. The imputation procedure originally proposed by the authors of the scale provides acceptable results, although the application of a method based on the Item Response Theory could provide greater accuracy and offers some additional advantages. Item Response Theory appears to be a useful tool for imputing missing data in this type of questionnaire.